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A RETRACT ^ * 

This paper describes the development of the Survey of 

Pupil Opinion, an attitude-assessment instrument adapted to the 
reading and " palatability" levels of. high school students in 
compensatory programs. An initial pool of 100 items assumed to 
reflect u attitude toward school 11 was reduced to a 30 item instrumen . 
Results revealed that, for each of three factors— social . 

participation, perception of .teachers, ahd self as student the 
lowest mean score was obtained by the students who later dropped out 
of school. A copy of the instrument and tabulations arjd a graph- or 
the three f a!ctor mean scores and the total mean score are included. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF AN INSTRUMENT .,. 

TO ASSESS ATTITUDES OF HIGH SCHOOL 'STUDENTS 
r> IN COMPENSATORY PROGRAMS 



. Marian T. Kilbane 
Cleveland Public Schoolr. 
Cleveland, Ohio 6 



purpose;^ the stud? 7 ' , 

* * • 1 
This study was concerned with the search for a measure- 

v " • . • 

ment device that could be applied in evaluating school-related atti- 
tudes of high school ^students participating :.n Title I projects. 

• j " 

Desired characteristics of the proposed instrument 



were: 



\‘ 



1. Items reflecting "attitude toward school"; 



2. Vocabulary level appropriate to reading 
..range of grades four through nine; 



3. Few if any 4 terns viewed by students as 
inappropriate or offensive; 

/'* 

4 . Administration time of thirty minutes ox 
less; 



5. Relative ease of administration and .scoring. 



.ExaminatiolPof commercial ly-afvailable instruments led 



_to the -conclusion . that such instrument s did.not„adequatel y reflect 






the desired characteristics . Efforts Were then focused\i develop- , 



ju^prSfrriate i 



ing an appropriate instrument. The present study reports the results 
of these efforts. 
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INSTRUMENT DEVELOPMENT ' : ' 

; T“:;- : ■ ' ’ . - • 

Instrur.ient development began with the generation of a pool 

r 

of 100 items assumed to reflect attitude toward school and perception 
of self-as-student. The pool was "boiled down" to a thirty-five item 
preliminary instrument. To field-test "readablility", the preliminary 



\ • 



version was administered to five classes of low achieving seventh grade 
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students (one class in each of five schools). Students' questions and 

' I \ * ‘ V 

comments (immediately following the survey administration) indicated 



items that were too ambiguous, too difficult, had unfamiliar terms, etc. 
Subsequently, five of the items were deleted, several i|ems were re- 
worded, and the resulting thirty items weffr combined to fornj the Survey 



of Pupil Opinion, 



The survey was then administered; to 366 "low-achieving seventh- 
grade students in six junior^lu^h schools and 251 low^ achieving students 
(most of whom were in tenth grade) in five senior high schools,. (Stu- 
dents entered survey responses on a machine-scorable answer sheet). For 



140 of the tenth- gradq^students retest data were collected after a two- 
week- time lapse. Responses- wore scored on a scale ; 6f 1 (least positive) 



to 5 (most positive) . 1 

— — — separate” ’factor “analys%s“were~appiied"to - the“data-from J thc— two,- 



fa- 



pupil groups i.e., grade seven and grade ten, respondents. The grade seven 



results were inconclusive and- contradictory. (E.g., "1 think school 
fun" factored with "I wish 1 could quit school"...). The grade ten results 

i 

yielded three factors involving twenty-four of the original thirty items. 
The factors were designated, Social Participation (seven items). Perception 
of Teacher (nine items), and Perception of Self-as-Student (eight items). 2 



Appendix 1 
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The test-retest date were correlated (using total score on 
the twenty-four factor items) and yielded r = .71. 

APPLICATION OF THE INSTRUMENT 

At the beginning of the following school year, the survey was 
administered to 228 tenth-grade students in four senior high schools. 

The students, participants in a Title I "Learning Laboratory" project, 
were from high-poverty areas, and were characterized by prior histories 

of low achievement and sporadic attendance. 

/ . 1 • " ' 

By the end of the school year, the students had "sorted them- 
selves" into four groups: 1) dropped put of school (N=18); 2) failed to 
adjust/progress in the Learning Lab anil returned to the regular school 
program (N=63); 3) adjusted well to ^earning Lab and remained in the 
project CM-123) ; 4) mbved to, a Non-Title I school and tentatively ideiuf- 

\ - . . • "i ' * 

fied as "upwardly mobile" (N=24) . 

q For each student in the original sample, a mean score was com- 

puted for each of the three factors and for the total of twenty-four 
items. The range of possible mean scores was 1 (most negative) to 5 
(most positive) . ■: The three factor mean scores and the total mean score 
were then computed for each of the four student groups.. 
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RESULTS 
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Results, summarized in Table 1, revealed that: 

1. For each of the three factors, the lowest mean 
score was obtained by the students who later 
dropped out of school; highest mean scores 
were attained by the students who later moved 
to better socio-economic areas, 

2. Girls ,had higher mean scores on each of the 
three factors than did boys. This pattern 
was evidenced by both the students who drop- 
ped out and the students, who remained in school. 
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3. Boys* scores reflected a greater range among 

the means of the four student groups than 
was true of girls. * 

4. Within each of the four student groups, the 
highest mean score attached to the "sclf-as 
student" factor. The factors of "social 
participation" and "teachers" reflected rela- 
tively little difference in mean scores < 



CONCLUSIONS 

f ' * • ’ . 

The results of the study indicated that the Survey of Pupil 
Opinion tapped three dimensions of school -related attitude. Within a 
highly constricted sample of tenth gr&de students, the instrument 
appeared Jto differentiate between students who remained in school, and 
students who later dropped out of school. This finding suggests that 
the Survey of Pupil Opinion may provide a useful tool for identifying 

potential dropouts. . 

# 1 

Further investigation is needed to determine the utility of 

the instrument with students representing a broader range of the secon 

dary-school population. I ^ * 

• ■ it ' • 



TABLE I 

Survey of Pupil Opinion 
Summary of Mean Scores 
Grade 10 Title I Project Participants 




